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27,549TEMPLE From its record-breaking freshman class to the university’s soaring 
U.S. News rankings, Temple is red-hot. In this issue, two students 
take on their first year in Philadelphia; a master of statistics reveals 
the story behind Temple’s momentum; and a medical researcher  
discovers a novel therapy inspired by art.
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RESEARCH

SLEIGHT OF HAND

A physician takes inspiration from optical 
illusions in works of art and reduces his 
patients’ pain.

STUDENTS

BIRTHPLACE OF INDEPENDENCE

Two members of the Class of 2019 find that 
Temple and Philadelphia are a perfect fit.

FACTS AND FIGURES

BY THE NUMBERS 

No matter how you slice the data, Temple is 
on the rise.

TEMPLE

CAMPUS

LIFE AFTER DARK

As Temple evolves into a university open 
around the clock, campus is electric  
after dark.
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EDU College of Education
ENG College of Engineering
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LAW Beasley School of Law
MED Katz School of Medicine
PHR School of Pharmacy
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SED School of Environmental Design
SMC School of Media and Communication
SSW School of Social Work
TFM School of Theater, Film and Media Arts
THM School of Tourism and Hospitality Management
TYL Tyler School of Art
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2 TEMPLE

 WHAT DO YOU THINK?
IN THIS ISSUE
This issue of Temple is all about momentum: 
You’ll learn why Temple is shining  
on campus, across the city and in the 
national spotlight.

Temple’s momentum starts with fabulous 
students. This fall, we welcomed our big-
gest, most academically qualified and most 
diverse freshman class ever. They exceeded 
our expected class size by 9 percent; had an 
average high school GPA of 3.51; and repre-
sented a 20 percent increase in African-
American students and 26 percent increase 
in Latinos.

Our amazing students are matched by 
great faculty. We hired more than 50 ten-
ured and tenure-track faculty this year, rais-
ing the total number of faculty hired over 
the past three years to nearly 200. With so 
many brilliant minds on campus, it’s no sur-
prise Temple recently moved into the top 
100 for research expenditures, according to 
the National Science Foundation, and the 
highest tier of the Carnegie Classification of 
Institutions of Higher Education.

Tremendous facilities add to our momen-
tum. We have started work on a  
21st-century library in the heart of Main 
Campus. We’re adding new recreation 
fields, new classrooms and new green 
space. All these changes create a better 
sense of place for our increasingly residen-
tial student population.

Finally, momentum is reflected in  
our rankings. This year, we climbed six 
spots in U.S. News & World Report’s Best 
Colleges to reach our highest-ever ranking 
of No. 115 among national universities. But 

that’s not all. In the past four years, we’ve 
jumped 17 spots.

Our rising rankings are fueled by the 
value we create. Temple is a unique place 
that stands for accessibility, affordability 
and excellence all at once—something few 
universities can claim.

Neil D. Theobald
President, Temple University

>  To read more messages from President 
Theobald, visit president.temple.edu.

Readers share anecdotes, tweets and praise inspired by the fall issue  
and their Temple pride.

Follow Temple!

twitter.com/TempleUnivfacebook.com/TempleU

Temple University Alumni Groupinstagram.com/TempleUniv

youtube.com/TempleUniversity
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To share your opinions with the Temple staff, email templemag@temple.edu or send a letter to  
Temple magazine, Bell Building, 3rd Floor, 1101 W. Montgomery Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19122.

Dear Coach Rhule and all the Owls,
I’m not sure you fully grasp what you  
have done.

Many of the 300,000 living Temple alumi 
are gray, like me, but we still bleed cherry. 
We have bled cherry across the landscape 
from one miserable decade to the next.  
We cheered into the vacuum of that dreary, 
empty hole called the Vet. Dragged our-
selves home, bloodied and battered, and  
did it again the next week. Put on cherry 
gear. Go to game. Drag self home.

But we cherried on before #CherryOn  
was a thing. We hung in. And suddenly…

The cloud started to lift. Though we  
didn’t dare to believe it could happen, the 
cherry-bleeders have received a transfusion. 
The hematologist marvels. The feeble and 
calloused alumni are reviving. It’s a miracle. 
That’s what you have done. Thank you.  
We have come to life.
Rob Vaughn, SMC ’79

FALL 2015 UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE

BEHIND THE SCENES  
WITH TAMRON HALL, SMC ’92,  
AND KEVIN NEGANDHI, SMC ’98, HON ’15

NEWS  
 MAKERS

I was looking through the fall edition of 
Temple magazine, and I noticed you had 
some great Temple pride photos on page 2.  
I was on a recent episode of The Price Is Right 
rocking my favorite Temple Owls shirt. 
Justine Bockman, SMC ’13

In response to “1948 Football ‘Match,’” Temple, 
fall 2015, page 2: 

Nice to read that you’re married 66-plus 
years. I just wanted to write and tell you  
I played in that 1948 Temple–Boston 
University football game [pictured above].  
We lost 13-7.
Shelley Feldman, SMC ’49

TEMPLE IN THE TWITTERVERSE
@tamronhall @KNegandhiESPN killin it on 
the @TempleUniv Magazine. It’s a great time 
to be an Owl! #templemade
@mdbattista32, FOX ’10

Great article in latest @TempleUniv magazine 
re: @KNegandhiESPN. Tremendous represen-
tative for all of us Owls. #TempleMade
@BrianBeacham, THM ’06

Just read @tamronhall and  
@KNegandhiESPN’s interview in  
@TempleUniv magazine...AWESOME insight  
& drive from you both! #TempleMade
@alexcharli, SMC ’06

@tamronhall Enjoyed reading about u in 
Temple U alumni magazine! Got my Master’s 
there in ’93. Congrats on ur success!
@VincentAOKeefe, CLA ’93

SHE’S GOT GAME

READ AND RESPONSE

OWLS RHULE
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4 TEMPLE

From historic football victories to unprecedented rank-

ings, Temple is on a roll. The Medical School is named in 

honor of Lewis Katz, CST ’63; Tamron Hall, SMC ’92, joins 

the Board of Trustees; and the university hosts an open 

house for the record books.

OWLS SHINE IN NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT

As ESPN descended on Philadelphia to film 
College GameDay, support for Temple 
swelled across campus, the city and the 
country. With the nation’s attention on the 
football team, Temple students, alumni  
and faculty took the opportunity to prove 
that the university deserves every bit of  
the attention it has been receiving.

Viewers nationwide were treated to 
scenes of Philadelphia awash in cherry  
and white—at Independence Mall for the 
taping of College GameDay, on campus for a 
sunrise pep rally with ESPN SportsCenter 
host Kevin Negandhi, SMC ’98, HON ’15, and 
at a sold-out Lincoln Financial Field.

Despite the football team suffering a 
tough loss to a strong Notre Dame team  
(the Owls fell 24-20 to the ninth-ranked 
Fighting Irish), Temple football still  
broke records. 

It was the first time in the program’s his-
tory that the team had maintained three con-
secutive weeks ranked among the nation’s 
Top 25. In addition, the Temple-Notre Dame 
broadcast was the highest-rated game of col-
lege football’s week 9 across all networks. 
And locally the much anticipated matchup 
earned an 18.1 overnight rating, making it  
the highest-rated regular season college  
football game ever viewed by a Philadelphia 
audience. MEAGHAN BIXBY

Kevin Negandhi, SMC ’98, HON ’15, hosts a sunrise pep 
rally in Founder’s Garden to kick off the day.

HONEST VALUE

THE LEWIS KATZ SCHOOL 
OF MEDICINE DEBUTS
On Oct. 13, during a poignant ceremony before a crowd that included governors, senators, 
trustees and others, Temple University officially named its School of Medicine in honor of  
late philanthropist and Temple Trustee Lewis Katz, C ST ’63,  a longtime university benefactor. 

Prior to Katz’s untimely passing in May 2014, he had announced a $25 million gift to 
Temple. His contribution is the largest single donation in Temple’s history and culminates a 
lifetime of his generosity and advocacy. BRADLEY PORTER

“We may never be able to repay the kindness  
and generosity of Lewis Katz. Instead we will  
pay it forward by reinvesting in our students.”

— TEMPLE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT NEIL D. THEOBALD

At his second annual State of the University 
address on Oct. 8, Temple University 
President Neil D. Theobald lauded a  
“historic year” for Temple, citing unprece-
dented gains in the areas of accessibility, 
affordability and excellence.

“The state of the university, in a word,  
is excellent,” Theobald told the standing-
room-only crowd in Mitten Hall.

Theobald said that Temple’s ability to  
provide “hard proof” of success defines 
Temple’s “value proposition” at a time  
when many question the benefit of a  
college degree.

“We are positioning Temple to play a 
unique leadership role in American higher 
education,” he said. ASHWIN VERGHESE, SMC ’08

To watch or read the entire State of the 
University address, visit president.temple.edu.
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 “TEMPLE HAS A  
MOMENTUM NOT  
SEEN IN DECADES.”
—President Neil D. Theobald 

in a letter to the Temple community
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 NEWS

The Phillie Phanatic and Hooter the Owl join ESPN’s Lee Corso during the College GameDay broadcast.



UBER REDUCES DRUNK-DRIVING DEATHS  

MAKING HISTORY 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
PROGRAMS  
EARN NATIONAL  
TOP 10 RANKINGS

OPEN HOUSE SETS 
RECORD 

In the latest rankings published by The 
Princeton Review and Entrepreneur  
magazine, the undergraduate entrepre-
neurship program in Temple University’s 
Fox School of Business ranks No. 8 in the  
country, climbing three spots from its  
position in 2015. Fox’s graduate-level  
entrepreneurship program also made the 
top 10—its No. 10 ranking marked a six-spot 
improvement from last year.  
CHRISTOPHER A. VITO, SMC ’07

8
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NEWS NEWS

 “NO QUESTION, THIS IS TEMPLE’S MOMENT…
BY NO MEANS ARE THE GAINS JUST  
ABOUT FOOTBALL.”

 —The Philadelphia Inquirer, Oct. 26, 2015

STUDENT-RUN WEBSITE 
NAMED NATION’S BEST 
PhiladephiaNeighborhoods.com, a student-run publication produced by the Multimedia 
Urban Reporting Lab at Temple, won the 2015 Editor & Publisher EPPY Award for Best College/
University Newspaper Website. 

Philadelphia Neighborhoods is dedicated to telling stories that represent the diverse 
voices in the city’s undercovered and underserved neighborhoods.

The site edged out the competition—which included websites produced by Columbia 
University’s Graduate School of Journalism and Arizona State University’s Walter Cronkite 
School of Journalism. This is the fourth consecutive year Temple student-journalists have 
won an EPPY. SIENNA VANCE, CLASS OF 2016 President Neil D. Theobald’s commitment 

to strengthening Temple’s research enter-
prise paid off in December, when the uni-
versity rose to the highest tier of the 
Carnegie Classification of Institutions of 
Higher Education. It’s now one of only 122 
institutions nationwide in an elite group of 
highly active research universities.
ASHWIN VERGHESE, SMC ’08

Temple University’s Board of Trustees 
unanimously elected Tamron Hall, SMC ’92, 
a university trustee Oct. 13. Hall anchors 
MSNBC’s NewsNation with Tamron Hall and 
co-hosts the 9 a.m. hour of NBC’s Today.

“I am grateful to the Board of Trustees at 
Temple University for this opportunity,” 
Hall says. “As a kid from Luling, Texas,  
I never imagined this could happen. I only 
hope to inspire other students to face the 
unknown, believe the future includes you 
and never feel excluded.”  
BRANDON LAUSCH, SMC ’06

Also see Temple, fall 2015, “Leading the 
Conversation,” pages 16–21, or news.temple.
edu/leading-conversation.

TAMRON HALL, SMC ’92, ELECTED TO 
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

 “A HOT START FOR 
TEMPLE, WHERE THE 
TEAM MOTTO  
IS ‘WHAT’S NEXT?’”

 —The New York Times, Oct. 21, 2015
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Temple toppled Penn State, 27-10, in front of a record home crowd in its 2015 season opener at Lincoln Financial Field. The victory was the first for the Owls over the Nittany Lions since 
1941. After allowing 10 points on Penn State’s first two possessions, the cherry-and-white defense took control, holding the Nittany Lions scoreless the rest of the game. 

T O P
T I E R

A study recently conducted by researchers 
in the Fox School of Business s uggests that 
the driving service Uber has reduced the 
number of drinking and driving deaths in 
California. Now that research is receiving 
attention from both national and interna-
tional media outlets.

Using publicly available data, M anagement 
Information Systems Assistant Professor 
Brad Greenwood and Associate Professor 
Sunil Wattal f ound that alcohol-related 
deaths decreased by an average of 3.6 to 5.6 
percent in cities where UberX service—the 
least-expensive service offered by Uber—is 
available. They also found limited evidence 
of change in conjunction with the use of 
Uber Black, the most-expensive service, 
which requires a luxury vehicle.  
CHRISTOPHER A. VITO, SMC ’07

On Sunday, Nov. 8, Temple University shat-
tered its previous record for attendance at  
an open house event for prospective stu-
dents. More than 6,000 attendees visited 
Main Campus, making it the most successful 
admissions event in university history. The 
previous record was 4,700, set in 2014.  
HAYDEN SAMMAK, CLASS OF 2015

TEMPLE ADVANCES TO  
TOP TIER FOR RESEARCH



ALUMNI NEWS

SAVE THE DATE! 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
ALUMNI WEEKEND 2016, MAY 5–7.

Alumni contributed to Temple’s 
momentum by participating in events 
in record-breaking numbers.FANTASTIC FALL!

TEMPLE THROWS A POP-UP PARTY

On a Tuesday last fall, Nicolas Jimenez,  
FOX ’08, walked into a 46th-floor confer-
ence room in the Comcast Center for  
a meeting of the Comcast Temple  
Alumni Network. 

What he didn’t know was that he was 
also walking into Temple University’s first-
ever pop-up pride event, during which a 
spirit squad—ranging from cheerleaders 
and Diamond Gems to Hooter and Cherry 
Crusade members—surprises Owls with a 
healthy dose of cherry-and-white cheer.

 Jimenez, who started at Comcast as an 
intern while at Temple, is senior manager 

FEB. 15:      TEMPLE TOAST

JAN.–MARCH:    REGIONAL BASKETBALL  
GAME WATCHES

 MARCH 29:      STUDENT & ALUMNI  
NETWORKING NIGHT

MAY 5–7:          ALUMNI WEEKEND 2016 

For a complete listing of events for Temple 
alumni, visit alumni.temple.edu/events.

MAKE PLANS

More than 2,500 alumni registered for 
Homecoming 2015, an increase of 23 percent  
over the previous year.

The university’s inaugural Parents & Family 
Weekend 2015 was a resounding success with  
registration topping 4,000 for the array of festivities. 

For the third annual Global Day of Service,  
477 Owls united in the name of volunteerism to 
participate in 30 events held in three countries, 
eight states and 15 cities.

of outreach and partnerships for Internet 
Essentials, Comcast’s signature community 
investment initiative that connects low-
income Americans to the internet. 

 He helped create the Comcast Temple 
Connectors, a group of dedicated alumni 
who work for Comcast and support the  
university in a multitude of ways. An Owl 

Club member and a season-ticket holder  
for football and men’s basketball, Jimenez 
was selected by Alumni Relations for his 
enthusiasum. BRANDON LAUSCH, SMC ’06

>  Who do you want to shower with cherry  
and white? Nominate your favorite Owl  
by tagging them with #TemplePopUp or  
emailing social@temple.edu. (Students, 
alumni, faculty and staff are all eligible.)

>  View all pop-up pride videos at  
news.temple.edu/PopUpPride.

“   Getting ambushed by the 
Temple pop-up pride 
team was amazing.”

8 TEMPLE  WINTER 2016 9

ALUMNI NEWS

twitter.com/TempleAlumni

Temple University Alumni Group

instagram.com/TempleAlumni

facebook.com/TempleAlumni

One unwitting Owl is surprised with a big helping of cherry-and-white pride, and alumni celebrate 
Temple’s winning fall.
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S
tudents edit multimedia recordings in the 
TECH Center, complete laboratory experi-
ments in the new Science Education and 
Research Center, blow glass in the Tyler 

School of Art, scale the rock-climbing wall in 
Pearson and McGonigle Halls, enjoy open-mic 
nights in Saxbys coffee shop, and compete in 
informal glow-in-the-dark hula hoop competitions 
at the Bell Tower. 

Sounds like a typical day at Temple. What’s dif-
ferent is that it’s all happening long after dark. 

The hours after sunset offer an intimate look at 
student life at Temple and provide spectacular views 
of the many recent changes to facilities that range 
from the stunningly large to the beautifully subtle.

Most noticeable is the empty space where Barton 
Hall once stood. That’ll soon be home to a state-of 
the-art $170 million library.

Smaller details like modern lighting treatments, 
paving and signage make navigating campus easier 
day and night.

The upgrades touch practically every corner of 
campus. Academic spaces, such as Wachman Hall 
and the College of Engineering, are being refreshed 
with additional classrooms and more pronounced 
entranceways, while paths and walkways are being 
beautified with updated landscaping and more 
green space. 

Changes aren’t only evident on Main Campus. 
The East Park Canoe House on Kelly Drive is being 
historically restored for the men’s crew and women’s 
rowing teams. Temple is also moving forward with 
plans to bring several sports closer to Main Campus. 
Intercollegiate field hockey, lacrosse, soccer, and 
track and field will find new homes at the former 
William Penn High School site two blocks south of 
Morgan Hall, as will a number of intramural and 
club sports. And preliminary discussions continue 
for a potential on-campus football stadium.

Temple’s electric, eclectic life after dark proves 
it’s a university on the move. ■

To learn more about Temple’s campus  
development plan, visit news.temple.edu/ 
VisualizeTemple.

Now more than ever, Temple’s 
vibrant residential campus is also 
buzzing when the sun goes down.
STORY BY BRANDON LAUSCH, SMC ’06

At 247,000 square feet, the Science Education and 
Research Center—opened in 2014—is one of the largest 
buildings devoted exclusively to scientific research in the 
Philadelphia region. Students and faculty work side by 
side into the evenings using high-tech equipment, such  
as clean rooms and a low-vibration scanning tunneling 
microscope, in the seven-story structure’s 52 research 
labs; 16 teaching labs; and open, collaborative spaces. 
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 1. Students work around the clock in the Architecture Building. Opened in 2012,  
the LEED-certified building features state-of-the-art labs and studios for digital 
and analog fabrication, facilities management, and historic preservation.

 2. Philadelphia’s college students participated in Battle on Broad, a dance  
competition held in the Temple Performing Arts Center. Sponsored by Temple 
Student Government, the fundraising event united the local dance community  
in support of the Lucy Fund for cancer research.

 3. A friendly game of table tennis helps students unwind in Pearson and McGonigle 
Halls, where renovations including a 140,000-square-foot addition that contains 
a climbing wall, fitness and recreation facilities, a juice and smoothie bar, a new 
men’s locker room, the Nancy and Donald Resnick Academic Support Center, and 
practice courts for men’s and women’s basketball were completed in 2012.

 4. Pearson Pool became the site of excitement, competition and mayhem during  
a live-action Battleship tournament, sponsored by Campus Recreation.

 5. Students on the go can grab a quick bite to eat or a cup of coffee at the  
food pad located along 12th Street next to the TECH Center.

 6. Well-lit walkways make navigating at night easier for students traveling 
to and from evening classes campuswide.

1 2

53 4
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STORY BY KATE O’NEILL PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOSEPH V. LABOLITO

TWO STUDENTS IN TEMPLE’S RECORD-BREAKING FRESHMAN CLASS  
TAKE CHARGE OF THEIR FIRST YEAR IN PHILADELPHIA.

Clockwise from top left: Cassie Semyon (left) and  
Mary Cosentini (right) visit the Fairmount section of the 
city, share a laugh in their dorm room and jog up the 
steps at the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

 WINTER 2016 1514 TEMPLE

PHILADELPHIA MUSEUM OF ART

ELECTRIC FACTORY

OLD CITY
TLA

HOWARD GITTIS STUDENT CENTER TThe 1940 Residence Hall dorm 
room shared by Cassie Semyon 
and Mary Cosentini, both Class 
of 2019, is typical of most college 
students. The walls are deco-

rated with posters of musicians, photos of 
friends and a row of vintage 45s. Coupons 
for local restaurants are pinned to the mini-
fridge; their beds are made with colorful 
duvets. But Semyon and Cosentini, like their 
fellow members of the newest class of Owls, 
are anything but typical. 

Temple’s Class of 2019 is one of superla-
tives. It is the largest and among the most 
diverse classes at Temple, and students have 
the highest high school GPA and highest ACT 
and SAT scores of any class in university 
history. There are more Honors students in 
this class than ever before. And more mem-
bers of the Class of 2019 graduated in the top 
10 percent of their high school class.

But the Class of 2019 is, of course, more 
than just stellar statistics. It’s Philadelphia 
native Levan Alston Jr., who followed in his 
father’s footsteps and enrolled at Temple on 
a basketball scholarship. It’s Jessica Ilogho, 
originally from Nigeria, who is studying neu-
roscience because she “wants to figure out 
the whole human race.” And it’s Semyon 

and Cosentini, who are taking charge of 
their freshman year.

  A WORLD OF ITS OWN  

Cosentini and Semyon grew up in Old Forge 
and Moosic, Pennsylvania, respectively, 
where they attended rival high schools and 
knew of each other but didn’t actually know 
each other— until they discovered they’d 
both been accepted at Temple and decided 
to room together their freshman year.

The two young women, who have  
different passions (Semyon, a media studies 
major, wants to be a multimedia journalist; 
Cosentini loves math and music), were 
attracted to the university for different 
reasons.

“I was interested in the [Media Studies 
and Production] program,” Semyon says, 
“but the attention I was given by professors 
when I visited made me really want to come 
here.” Assistant Professor of Instruction 
Amy Caples spent over an hour with Semyon 
and her family, answering questions and 
showing them the studio. “That she would 
dedicate her time just to me...after that I 
knew this is where I wanted to be.”

Cosentini wasn’t so sure. Her much older 
brother attended Temple, but she didn’t 

ROCKY

repo records

BIRTHPLACE OF  
     INDEPENDENCE
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consider it an option until her senior year of 
high school, when she decided she wanted 
to attend college in a city. “I’ve lived in this 
super-small town my whole life,” she says, 
“and I’ve visited San Francisco and New 
York, but Philly is a world of its own.”

“There is so much going on here right 
now,” Semyon adds. “The pope was here,  
we have an amazing football team, and the 
Democratic National Convention is coming. 
People forget about Philadelphia and how 
amazing it is culturally and artistically. 
Everything is happening right here,  
right now.”

Since they arrived in the fall, the pair has 
taken full advantage of everything the city 
has to offer. “We went in head first,”  
says Cosentini. 

In their first semester they visited the 
Franklin Institute, the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art and the Rodin Museum; ice skated at 
Dilworth Plaza and scavenged for treasures 
at Franklin Flea; caught a glimpse of the 
pope; appeared on national TV during 
College GameDay; people-watched in 
Rittenhouse Square; attended concerts at 
venues across the city; and ate many a crepe 
in Reading Terminal Market, among other 
adventures.

“Temple is the best of both worlds,” says 
Cosentini. “We can ride the subway into the 

city, but it also has the benefits of a college 
town with all that fun college cliché stuff.” 
Fun college cliché stuff for Semyon and 
Cosentini included pep rallies and football 
games (they attended almost all of them), a 
trip to Six Flags organized by the Main 
Campus Program Board, and free movie 
screenings and lectures.

“We’ve been spoiled by all this opportu-
nity and things to do and see,” says Semyon.

  UNSTOPPABLE  

But their first-semester experience was 
about much more than painting the town 
cherry. The two have also harnessed the 
power of Temple’s academic excellence.

Semyon, who came to Temple knowing 
she wants to be a multimedia journalist—
Barbara Walters is an idol—spends at least 10 
hours a week volunteering for TUTV, where 
in her first semester she gained experience  
assistant directing, editing, filming, produc-
ing and writing. “I go out with a camera and 
film,” she says, “and then come back to the 
studio and edit and put it online. It’s such a 
gratifying feeling to see what you’re working 
on actually become something. When I  
tell people what I do as a freshman, they’re 
like, ‘That’s amazing.’ Temple is a very  
hands-on place.”

Cosentini, on the other hand, didn’t have 
a specific career or major in mind when she 
entered Temple. “I’m undecided,” she says, 
“but all of my professors are so passionate, 
and Temple has so many opportunities for 
me to figure out what I want to do.” And she 
has—she plans to declare a computer science 
major this spring. 

The two agree that Temple and 
Philadelphia have surpassed their expecta-
tions. “If you like the city, if you’re willing to 
push yourself out of your comfort zone—in a 
good way—this is the place,” says Cosentini. 
“If you told me a year ago that I would have 
been doing all of this, I wouldn’t have 
believed it.”

“It’s been totally life changing,” says 
Semyon. “The opportunities at Temple to 
find out what you want to do are endless, 
and so are the resources. It’s a great place to 
grow up and figure out who you are and 
what you like to do.”

Their future plans include visiting the 
Mütter Museum, hitting up every concert 
venue in the city and going to the top of City 
Hall. “There’s still so much to be done,” says 
Semyon. But for her and Cosentini, never 
stopping is just the start. ■

Watch a video about Cosentini and Semyon at  
news.temple.edu/firstyear.

“If you like the city, if you’re willing to push yourself  
out of your comfort zone ...this is the place.” 
 —  MARY COSENTINI, CLASS OF 2019

THE NEWEST CLASS OF OWLS IS SETTING 

RECORDS OF ALL KINDS. HERE ARE SOME 

HIGH POINTS.

•  Total number of students: 4,906, 
the largest incoming freshman class 

 •  Total number of applications:

 30,037

• Percentage admitted: 55.7

•  Average high school GPA: 3.51, 
a record 

•  Average SAT score and ACT scores:

 1156 and 26, both records

•  Percentage in top 10% of high school

 graduating class: 21.5, also a record

•  Number of freshmen in Temple’s Honors

 Program: 595, yet another record

•  Percentage increase in students of color: 
African Americans, 20; Latinos, 26; students 
of color overall, 14

•  Percentage of students admitted through 
the Temple Option:18
201

9
Clockwise from top left: Cosentini and Semyon take a stroll 
near Philadelphia City Hall, attend ESPN College GameDay and 
have some fun at the Rodin Museum.

Cosentini and Semyon enjoy the Fairmount  
section of Philadelphia.
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Some of Temple’s momentum as an 

institution is visible to the naked eye. 

Visit campus, for example, and you’ll 

see gleaming new buildings. But some of the 

most dramatic evidence of Temple’s ascent is 

invisible to everyone except the people who 

work behind the scenes with numbers and  

statistics. To understand that world, we turned 

to the best person on campus for an insider’s 

perspective: Jodi Levine Laufgraben, EDU ’95, 

a doctor of education and 26-year member of 

the Office of the Provost— the nerve center of 

Temple’s academic enterprise.

Your title is vice provost for academic 
affairs, assessment and institutional 
research. That’s a mouthful. What do  
you do?
 
Jodi Levine Laufgraben (JLL): A lot of 
things, including managing the accredita-
tion and program review processes. But for 
your purposes, the most interesting thing 
my unit does is serve as a clearinghouse for 
data. I see myself as a numbers “noodge.” 
We  provide numbers and analysis to support 
decision-making across the university.
 
Is there a recent number that stands out  
to you as a sign of Temple’s momentum?
 
JLL: 30,037. That’s the number of freshman 
applications that Temple received for what 
ended up being about 4,900 slots in the 
Class of 2019—and it was an all-time high for 
us, destroying last year’s school record of 
27,549 applications. It’s a sign that people 
want to join our community.
 

STORY BY HILLEL J. HOFFMANN PHOTOGRAPHY BY RYAN S. BRANDENBERG, CLA ’14

How do you measure success? 
Temple’s master of statistics 
 tells all.

By the
NUMB3RS
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HIGH SCHOOL GUIDANCE COUNSELORS

OF FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS

them to their own and they’ll be fine.” You 
have to be committed to student success. 
We’ve invested in professional advising and 
introduced innovative advising initiatives. 
Our advisors can now identify at-risk stu-
dents for special attention and provide   
 students with eight-semester maps that  
identify critical milestones along the way, so 
they stay on track to graduate.
 
“Innovative” seems to be a theme when 
people describe the current atmosphere  
at Temple.
 
JLL: What I’m seeing with Temple right now 
is that there’s a willingness to innovate and 
question practices. People say that higher 
education is slow to change, but when you 
have this kind of momentum, you want to 
take advantage and keep things moving 
forward.
 

One number that’s on a sharp upward 
 trajectory is Temple’s U.S. News & World 
Report ranking. Your office is charged with 
understanding and improving those rank-
ings. What was it like when you got the news 
in September that Temple jumped six spots 
among national universities?
 
JLL: I was driving on the Ben Franklin 
Bridge early that morning and talking on the 
phone to my colleague Dana Kerr, CLA ’07, 
EDU ’14, who tracks rankings for us. She was 
pulling up the notification email from U.S. 
News, and I could almost hear her hands 
shaking as she typed. It takes years of doing 

Colleges make a big deal about admissions 
and enrollment numbers. Why are they 
important?
 
JLL: Bringing in great classes isn’t just about 
feeling wanted. Temple is a tuition-driven 
institution. When we meet our enrollment 
goals—something a lot of other schools have 
struggled to do as the number of college-
bound high school grads has declined—that 
impacts our budget and allows us to stay the 
course and hire the best faculty for our 
students.
 

Do you have a number that captures that 
influx of new faculty?
 
JLL: Sure. How about 683? That’s the num-
ber of tenured and tenure-track faculty 
Temple has recruited since 2004—an aver-
age of about 57 per year at a time when 
 faculty hiring has been stagnant nationally. 
We’re welcoming another 53 this year. But 
it’s not just about quantity. Our deans have 
been able to recruit real leaders in teaching 
and research. It’s a positive feedback loop: 
great deans attracting great faculty attract-
ing great students.
 
Getting students to come to Temple is  
one thing, but another factor to consider  
is whether or not students stick around  
and graduate.
 
JLL: That has been one of President 
Theobald’s top priorities. If we don’t get stu-
dents to stay and earn their degrees, we’re 
not living up to our mission. Temple’s year-
one to year-two retention rate—the percent-
age of students who stick around after their 
first year—is 90 percent, and our six-year 
graduation rate is 70 percent. Those are 
both all-time highs for us.
 
How has that happened?
 
JLL: We’ve changed the culture. You can’t 
just admit stronger students and think, 
“They entered so smart—we’ll just leave 

the right things, years of investing in advis-
ing, retention, recruiting great students—and 
then, boom, you find out in an instant. Dana 
was screaming: “We’re up to No. 115!” 
Honestly, I was relieved. We knew we 
deserved to go up. You just hope that the 
improvement is going to be recognized.
 
Is moving up six spots in one year a big 
deal?
 
JLL: It’s so hard to move up. We’re not the 
only university trying to improve. And this 
is more than just a one-year blip. Temple has 
jumped 17 spots in the U.S. News rankings in 
only four years. That makes us one of the 
fastest-rising public institutions in the 
national universities category. And we’re not 
done yet: Provost Dai has set a goal of get-
ting into the top 100.
 
What’s driving the surge?
 
JLL: We’ve improved in a number of key 
indicators that U.S. News uses to calculate 
the rankings: faculty resources, financial 
resources, graduation rate, student  
selectivity and more. One indicator that 
shows our improving academic reputation 
has been our high school counselor rank. 

That’s a measure of how guidance counsel-
ors perceive us in U.S. News surveys—we’re 
in the top 100 in that category. We’re also a 
national leader in graduation rate perfor-
mance. That’s where they compare our 
expected graduation rate based on the char-
acteristics of our student body with our 
actual graduation rates.
 
That’s great, but why do rankings matter? 

JLL: Getting national recognition for 
Temple’s quality has so many cascading 
 positive effects. It helps with admissions.  
It helps with recruiting the best faculty and 
deans. And when we go up in the rankings—
when there’s national buzz about Temple’s 
academic reputation—the value of every 
 single Temple degree increases. That associ-
ation with quality opens doors. It helps 
when you interview for jobs or apply to  
grad school.
 
We’re sold. Is there anything the Temple 
community can do to help?
 
JLL: Yes! One indicator that impacts rank-
ings is the alumni giving rate. It’s not about 
how much you give—it’s about the 

percentage  who donate to Temple. Even a 
dollar helps. And here’s something else peo-
ple can do: Tell the Temple story. Another 
rankings indicator is how our peers at other 
universities perceive us. Right now there are 
so many exciting things happening here, 
from the rise of a vibrant residential campus 
to groundbreaking research. We’ll keep 
shouting the Temple story. And we need the 
Temple family to pass it on until every peer 
reviewer across the nation perceives the 
momentum we see in my office every day. ■

•            •            •

•            •            •

•            •            •

•            •            •

•            •            •

•            •            •

OF NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES OFFERING 
THE BEST UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION.



 W
hile some scientists scour 
the rainforest for new 
medicinal treatments, 
Eric Altschuler, associate 
professor of physical 

medicine and rehabilitation in the Lewis 
Katz School of Medicine, mines literature, 
music and art for medical discoveries. 

He’s very interested in mirrors, how they 
are depicted and how they are positioned in 
the composition of paintings. He points out 
that from 15th-century van Eyck through 
20th-century Picasso, wherever a mirror 
appears in a painting, it’s portrayed and 
viewed by subjects on the frontal plane—that 
is, head on. 

Inspired by optical illusions in art,  
a Temple physician finds new ways to 
treat combat veterans.

STORY BY ELISA LUDWIG, CLA ’99            ILLUSTRATION BY JON KRAUSE, TYL ’99  

SLEIGHT OF
HAND
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“It’s always the same,” Altschuler says, 
reviewing a slideshow of mirror images  
that the voracious arts enthusiast has  
collected. “All the way up until M.C. Escher 
in the 1940s, no one thought to look into a 
mirror differently.”

And likewise, no doctor ever considered 
that looking into a mirror in a specific way 

could play a role in medical treatment until 
the 20th century. At least not until 
Altschuler and his mentor Vilayanur S. 
Ramachandran pioneered mirror therapy. 

  TRICK OF THE EYE  

To date, the deceptively simple technique 
has proven most successful for patients with 
phantom limb syndrome, a condition where 
one loses a limb but still feels its presence 
acutely, either through pain or a tingly, 
cramping or itching sensation. 

“The sensory nerves in the limb and brain 
still correspond so people still sense that limb 
as if it’s attached to the body,” Altschuler 
explains. “When the feeling is pain, it can  
be excruciating.”

During therapy, patients stand in such a 
way that the functioning limb is in front of 
the mirror and the injured or phantom limb 
is behind it. The angle, called the parasagittal 
plane, allows the patient to watch them-
selves in the reflection.

The very act of seeing the existing limb 
moving in the mirror creates a pulling or 
tense sensation that can “trick” the brain 
through sensory feedback into perceiving 
normal function in the injured or missing 
limb. After a few sessions of treatment, the 
spasming or pain often stops for good. 

Positioning and geometry are everything, 
which is why it takes the help of a qualified 
therapist to assist patients with mirror  
therapy. “If a patient moved their  

nonfunctioning limb while merely looking  
at themselves in a mirror head on, the pain 
would be reinforced,” he says.

Ramachandran was the first to stumble 
on the concept of mirror therapy in the 
1990s at the University of California San 
Diego, where Altschuler was a medical  
student. As Ramachandran’s protégé, he 
quickly saw its potential in helping patients 
with a range of orthopedic and neurological 
issues. In 1999, Altschuler published the first 
article about the burgeoning technique’s 
rehabilitative application for stroke patients 
in The Lancet. 

Since ancient times, doctors had contended 
that stroke hemiparesis, or the inability to move  
one side of the body, was nearly impossible 
to treat. “They were able to perform brain 
surgery in ancient Egypt, but there has never 
been a treatment for stroke hemiparesis—
something that affects millions of patients. 
The answer to the problem was never obvi-
ous,” Altschuler says. 

Mirror therapy for stroke patients operates 
in the same way as it does for phantom limb 
sufferers. The affected side of the body gains 
more mobility from the process—though 
Altschuler points out that stroke patients 
don’t always get the same degree of relief as 
phantom limb patients.

  NOT JUST SMOKE AND MIRRORS  

With a number of studies proving the clinical 
benefits of mirror therapy, Altschuler brought 

it to amputees in Haiti after the earthquake to 
help reduce their pain symptoms. There, he 
worked with a woman who had lost a finger 
and could not hold a comb. The problem was 
twofold: It wasn’t just the phantom pain of her 
lost appendage; it was also the mechanical 
issue of not being able to close her fist fully. 
The treatment addressed both dilemmas.

Altschuler is now bringing mirror therapy 
to Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center in Washington, D.C., to investigate its 
effects for patients with complex orthopedic 
and peripheral nerve injuries. Study partici-
pants, all combat veterans with injuries to 
two or more joints, muscles or nerves in the 
same limb, will be asked to undergo 15 to 30 
minutes of therapy five or six days a week, 
both at the hospital and at home. The pilot 
study will examine whether the treatment 
reduces pain, spasms and stiffness while 
helping the patients regain mobility.

Mirror therapy has been widely adopted 
and is now used by physical therapists 
around the world. “The scientific literature 
is extensive, with more trials than many 
drugs on the market,” he says. He believes 
the therapy’s next frontiers might be reflex 
sympathy dystrophy and complex regional 
pain syndrome, conditions which affect 
many patients and—like stroke hemiparesis 
and phantom limb—are unresponsive to 
other treatments.

Recently Altschuler met a psychologist 
who had undergone surgery for a torn 
Achilles tendon and now suffers from 

reduced mobility as a result. Through  
mirror therapy, she was able to improve the 
function of her foot, and Altschuler has now 
submitted it as a case report to encourage 
further study.

Though it’s not a magic solution for every 
patient, mirror therapy can be a powerful, 
inexpensive and safe means of pain relief 
that requires no drugs—just an item most 
people already have at home. It’s also great 
news for stroke or phantom limb patients 
who are suffering in silence. 

“I’ve met people who have been living 
with pain for 10 or 20 years, only to hear 
that they must be crazy or making it up,” 
Altschuler says. “For people in that situation, 
I highly advise they see their doctor and ask 
about mirror therapy. It doesn’t help every-
body, but it’s worth looking into.”

Altschuler continues to look closely at  
art for insight into disease and treatment—
the next great therapy may already exist in  
a story, a painting or a song. “You never 
know what you will find,” he says. “I just 
may stumble upon an answer to an 
unsolved problem.” ■

Learn more about how mirror therapy works 
at news.temple.edu/mirrortherapy.

hough it’s not a magic solution for every 
patient, mirror therapy can be a powerful, 
inexpensive and safe means of pain relief 
that requires no drugs—just an item most 
people already have at home.
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EMAIL YOUR NEWS TO TEMPLEMAG@TEMPLE.EDU.

Imagine the energy we can generate if we all give on one day.

Make a gift on Feb. 15, 2016, in honor of Temple Founder
Russell Conwell’s birthday and the legacy he established at Temple.

A TEMPLE TOAST
• 300,000+ ALUMNI

• 38,297 STUDENTS

• 3,793 FACULTY

• 4,267 STAFF

• 24 HOURS 

To learn more about  
the Temple Toast, visit
templetoast.temple.edu.

#TempleToast
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 CLASS NOTES
1930s

LOUISE BERS “BOBBIE” ROSE,     
CPH ’37

had a tournament named after 
her by the Women’s Golf 
Association of Philadelphia.  
The inaugural Rose Bowl took 
place in August at the Penn  
Oaks Golf Club in West Chester, 
Pennsylvania. Rose’s daughter, 
Bonnie George, commissioned 
metalsmith Wendy Edsall-
Kerwin, TYL ’98, to make the 
tournament’s trophy.

1960s

ARNOLD WEISGOLD, DEN ’61

was elected to honorary mem-
bership in the American College 
of Prosthodontists.

RICHARD F. LOCKEY, MED ’65

received the Gold Medal Award 
at the World Allergy Congress  
in Seoul, South Korea, in 
October. He is a distinguished 
university health professor; a 
professor of medicine, pediat-
rics and public health; the  
Joy McCann Culverhouse Chair 
of Allergy and Immunology;  
and the director of the Division 
of Allergy and Immunology in  
the Department of Internal 
Medicine at University of  
South Florida College of 

Medicine and James A. Haley 
Veterans’ Hospital in Tampa.

WILLIAM BLICK, EDU ’68

was inducted into the Mid  
Mon Valley chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Sports Hall of 
Fame. The former Owls football 
player was previously inducted 
into the Belle Vernon Area High 
School Football Hall of Fame in 
2001. After a 24-year coaching 
career at Penn Hills High 
School, he was also inducted 
into the Penn Hills Sports Hall  
of Fame in 2009.

JOSEPH COHEN, CLA ’68, EDU ’73

took up fencing again in 2012 
after a 32-year hiatus from the 
sport following a heart attack.  
Cohen achieved the rank of  
No. 1 in the men’s 70-plus age 
group in foil by the U.S. Fencing 
Association and represented  
the U.S. in the Veterans World 
Championships in France in 
October. A resident of Cape May 
Court House, New Jersey, he 
fenced for Temple and was an 
All-American in 1966 and 1967.

1970s

RICHARD S. BISHOP, LAW ’71

received the Robert W. Munley 
Distinguished Service Award 
from Lackawanna Pro Bono Inc. 

The award recognizes his sup-
port of the organization by pro-
viding quality legal services to 
those unable to pay for their own 
civil cases. Bishop resides in 
Scranton, Pennsylvania.

JOHN D. ALLEN, LAW ’75

was named a Best Lawyer in the 
2016 edition of Best Lawyers in 
America, one of the legal profes-
sion’s oldest peer-reviewed pub-
lications. He is a trial lawyer 
with the firm of Bond, 
Schoeneck & King PLLC, which 
has nine offices in New York and 
offices in Naples, Florida, and 
Overland Park, Kansas.

NEIL MORRIS, CLA ’75, LAW ’79

co-presented “Social Media  
and Employee Discipline” at  
a meeting of the Lehigh Valley 
Managers Association in 
Northampton County, 
Pennsylvania. Morris is chair  
of the Philadelphia Labor and 
Employment Practice Group in  
the law firm of Offit Kurman.

ALAN M. FELDMAN, LAW ’76

was named a Best Lawyer in  
the 2016 edition of Best Lawyers 
in America, one of the legal pro-
fession’s oldest peer-reviewed 
publications. Feldman is 

managing partner and co-
founder of the Philadelphia  
personal injury law firm of 
Feldman Shepherd 
Wohlgelernter Tanner 
Weinstock & Dodig LLP.

SHARON GELLER, SMC ’77

has been involved in a variety  
of work, including voicing a 
radio commercial for 
Maimonides Medical Center  
in Brooklyn, New York; appear-
ing in a print ad for Abramson 
Center for Jewish Life in North 
Wales, Pennsylvania; and per-
forming in Old Jews Telling  
Jokes, staged at Bucks County 
Playhouse in New Hope, 
Pennsylvania, in November  
and George Street Playhouse  
in New Brunswick, New Jersey, 
in December.

BRIAN S. MATTES, SMC ’77, FOX ’84 

retired at the end of 2015. He 
had been a principal responsi-
ble for federal government  
relations for Vanguard and 
founder of the company’s public 
relations function, which he 
managed for 20 years. Mattes 
also served several terms as a 
member of the Board of Visitors 
of the School of Media and 
Communication at Temple. 

A powerful community is taking center stage: An actress makes her Broadway debut in Phantom of 
the Opera; a musician continues as principal timpanist in the New Bedford Symphony Orchestra; 
and a photographer documents the pope’s historic visit to Philadelphia.
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CLASS NOTESCLASS NOTES   

RICHARD AGARD, SMC ’78  

wrote and illustrated 
“Understanding Harmonics 
Using Simulation,” published  
in the October issue of Nuts  
& Volts, a magazine for elec-
tronics hobbyists.

ARLENE NISSON LASSIN, EDU ’78, ’81 

began contributing to The 
Huffington Post. Her career  
has also included writing people  
and religion features for the 
Houston Chronicle. In addition, 
Lassin began a blog called Hot 
Flashes 10 years ago.

JAMES J. EISENHOWER, CLA ’79

appeared on 6abc’s Inside Story 
in September to comment on 
the pope’s visit and local politi-
cal topics such as embattled 
Pennsylvania Attorney General 
Kathleen Kane, LAW ’93.

LISA KAPLAN, EDU ’79, ’86

was selected to receive  
thebestschools.org’s Escalante-
Gradillas Best in Education 
Prize. She is principal of Andrew 
Jackson Elementary School in 
South Philadelphia. The award 
includes a prize of $10,000 for 
the educator and an additional 
$10,000 for the winner’s school.

MARK O’BRIEN, SMC ’79 

co-authored Building the  
FirstNet Public Safety Broadband 
Network, published by Artech 
House. He is president and  
chief technology officer of 
SpectraRep, the technology  
of which enables broadcast TV  
stations to deliver encrypted 
data for police, fire and other 
first responders. O’Brien works 
with TV stations across the 
country and was recently 
appointed to head the Public 
Safety Coalition of the 
Association of Public Television 
Stations in Washington, D.C.

1980s

BARBARA KOSOFF, TYL ’80

was featured in the fall on  
illustrationvoice.com for mixed-
media illustrations she created 
for the Los Angeles Times. She 
also was named to Graphic 
Design USA’s list of People to 
Watch in 2015. Her artwork 
titled “Prosperity” appeared  
on the cover of Graphic Design 
USA’s September/October 2014 
issue as a winner of the Neenah 
Paper digital cover competition.

WILLIAM MILNAZIK, TYL ’80 

designed the logo for the World 
Meeting of Families, held in 
Philadelphia in September. His 
work was used on a wide range 
of materials, including signage, 
T-shirts, official documents and 
the event’s online platforms.

DANIEL E. ROSNER, FOX ’80, LAW ’83

was installed in June as the 
2015–2016 president of the New 
Jersey Association for Justice. 
He is president of Rosner & 
Tucker PC and Daniel E. Rosner 
Law Offices.

JANET ROBERTS, SMC ’81

creates security awareness  
programs for companies want-
ing to deter cyber criminals  
and educates employees on how 
to fend them off. She recently 
self-published her first novel, 
The Narrow Gate, which is avail-
able as an e-book and a paper-
back. Roberts previously 
worked in corporate communi-
cations, media relations, and 
newspapers and magazines.

JOSEPH N. BOLLENDORF, EDU ’82

was named superintendent of 
schools by the Washington 
Township, New Jersey, Board  
of Education in September. 
Previously he served for nearly 

six years as executive principal 
of Washington Township High 
School, where he had worked in 
an administrative role since 1997.

VALERIE OWENS, CLA ’83

revived her modeling career 
after more than 40 years by par-
ticipating in the International 
Modeling and Talent Association 
competition in New York in July. 
She was a part of the team rep-
resenting Philadelphia’s John 
Robert Powers Modeling, Acting 
Agency and Finishing School.

BONNIE M. OPLINGER, CPH ’85

graduated in May from 
Lancaster Theological  
Seminary in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, with a master  
of divinity degree.

MARIO ZACHARJASZ, TYL ’85

was named a 2015 Minority 
Business Leader by the 
Philadelphia Business Journal.  
He is a founding partner of  
PZS Architects and former chair 
of the Greater Philadelphia 
Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce. Zacharjasz also 
serves on the advisory board  
for the Salvation Army of Greater 
Philadelphia and the Advisory 
Council for the Salvation Army 
Kroc Corps Community Center 
in Philadelphia, and has served  
on the boards of Delaware  
River Waterfront Corp. and 
Moore College of Art & Design.

AMY SUE NATHAN, SMC ’86 

published her second novel,  
The Good Neighbor, with  
St. Martin’s Griffin in October.  
She also is founder and editor  
of womensfictionwriters.com, 
for which she’s interviewed 
more than 150 authors since 
2011. That site was named one  
of Writer’s Digest’s Best Websites 
for Writers 2015.

YASMINE MUSTAFA
DEGREE: BBA, entrepreneurship, Fox School of Business, 2006

OCCUPATION: Compassionate creator

LOCATION: Philadelphia

Yasmine Mustafa is on a mission to empower women.  
Her latest venture, ROAR for Good, is a company that makes self-

defense wearable technology to diminish attacks against women.  
The fashionable jewelry acts as an alarm and safety light, and con-
nects to a smartphone to send texts to family, friends, 911 or cam-
pus security, depending on a woman’s location.

And that’s not all: For each device sold, a portion of the pro-
ceeds is invested in educational programs that have been shown  
to reduce violence against women. 

Her goal is simple—to reduce the staggering statistic of one in  
six women in the U.S. who will be victims of sexual assault in  
their lifetimes.

Born in Kuwait, Mustafa fled the Persian Gulf War with her  
family when she was a child and settled in Philadelphia. As a young 
refugee, she faced plenty of hardship, but her determined nature 
has led to more than her own success; it is now benefiting women 
across the country.

While a student in Temple’s Fox School of Business, Mustafa 
found her niche under the guidance of the late Chris Pavlides,  

former program director of Temple’s Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Institute. Pavlides helped her cultivate an entre-
preneurial spirit and refine her business ideas. After graduating 
summa cum laude, Mustafa went on to be a three-time winner of 
Temple’s Be Your Own Boss Bowl, one of the nation’s most lucra-
tive business plan competitions.

Mustafa founded her first startup right out of school and after 
growing that company sold it to a content marketing firm, which 
gave her financial freedom. She took that opportunity to travel 

through South America for six months, during which time she met 
many women who shared with her their stories of being attacked 
or harassed at different points in their lives.

The experience inspired Mustafa to address that issue for 
women around the world.

“It’s satisfying to make things happen and build something  
out of nothing, especially if it makes a difference in others’ lives,” 
she says. 

Temple alumni like Mustafa make incredible differences in so 
many ways. It’s hard to imagine a world without them. 
—Kim Fischer, CLA ’92, and Christopher A. Vito, SMC ’07

“ When I don’t see a solution to a  
problem I have, I build it or try my best 
to inspire someone else to do so.”

CLASS OF 2006

 “OUR 
EXPERIENCES 

AT TEMPLE 
OFFERED US 

OPPORTUNITIES 
THAT ENRICH 
OUR LIVES TO 

THIS DAY.”
ESTELLE R. ALEXANDER, CLA ’69, 

AND GERSON J. ALEXANDER, 
CLA ’65

The Temple University 
Office of Gift Planning 
can help you and your 
advisors decide how 
your giving affects 

Temple students. Gifts 
are coordinated with 

personal financial  
planning to achieve 
your tax, estate and 

income goals. 

Office of Gift Planning
215-926-2545

giftplanning@temple.edu
giftplanning.temple.edu
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shortly afterward discovered 
ceramics. Mell co-owns 
FELT+FAT, a Port Richmond–
based ceramics manufacturing 
company that creates custom-
made cups, mugs and plates for 
local restaurants.

RONEISHA D. SMITH-DAVIS, EDU ’12

owns and directs B’Ella Ballerina 
Dance Academy, which opened 
in North Philadelphia in January 
2014 and offers classes for boys 
and girls in African, ballet,  
hip-hop, jazz, tap, tumbling  
and more, as well as academic 
tutoring and etiquette classes. 
The academy was invited to  
perform at Walt Disney World 
Hollywood Studios in Orlando, 
Florida, in summer 2016.

JOEL KAPLAN, CLA ’14 

was selected for a competitive 
entrepreneurship fellowship 
called Venture for America. 
Through its program of placing 
graduating seniors in startup 
companies, Kaplan has joined 
the education startup Indigo 
Project as director of business 
development.

KAITLYN KIMZEY, CLA ’15

taught in Chile as part of the 
English Opens Doors Program, 
sponsored by the United Nations 
Development Program and the 
Chilean Ministry of Education. 
She stayed in the small town of 
Los Muermos, in the Los Lagos 
region of Chile, for approxi-
mately six months.

April 2015 and was appointed 
to the position permanently  
in September. He has been the 
organization’s library director 
since 1992 and continues to 
serve in that role in addition  
to his new duties. 

WILLIAM ASHBAUGH, CLA ’00

was promoted to full professor 
at SUNY Oneonta in New York, 
where he also serves as chair of 
the History Department.

VIVECA WILLIAMS, EDU ’02

was appointed principal of 
Charles Olbon Elementary 
School in Woodland Park, New 
Jersey. Previously she held posi-
tions as chief innovation officer 
for the Newark Public School 
District and as principal of 13th 
Avenue/Dr. MLK Renew School, 
also in Newark.

ANDREW BIDLACK, BYR ’03

was included in a list of 25 rising 
opera stars published by Opera 
News in September.

MAHMOUD JARDANEH, ENG ’03

is participating in a one-year 
Mike Mansfield Fellowship 
Program in Japan. He is among 
130 fellows to enter the pro-
gram since it was established  
by Congress in 1994 to build a 
corps of U.S. government offi-
cials with substantial Japan 
expertise. Jardaneh will exam-
ine Japanese regulatory require-
ments to evaluate the impact  
of natural hazards on nuclear 
power plants and gain insights 
into technical and cultural 
aspects of the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear accident.  

JON LOSCIALE, TFM ’03

joined the award-winning  
creative agency VIVA Creative  

in 2013. He produces digital, 
content and experimental  
projects for clients worldwide, 
including Warner Bros., Century 
21 and Audi.

TIFFANY TAVAREZ, TYL ’04

was named a 2015 Minority 
Business Leader by  
Philadelphia Business Journal. 
She is corporate contributions 
manager at PECO, where she 
directs donations and corpo-
rate citizenship–related  
programs, including grants. 
Tavarez also serves as principal 
liaison to nonprofit organiza-
tions and manages company 
leadership visibility, the annual 
employee giving campaign and 
company use of Pennsylvania 
tax-credit programs.

JAMES MADISON, TFM ’05

is co-owner of the Philadelphia-
based production agency 
Expressway Productions and 
the camera, grip and lighting 
rental company Expressway 
Grip, founded in 2007 and  
2010, respectively.

ERIC HUBER, BYR ’08

was appointed associate lecturer 
in percussion at the University  
of Massachusetts, Boston. He 
also is principal timpanist with 
the New Bedford Symphony 
Orchestra, a post he has held 
since 2011.

2010s

GEOFFREY L. GROSSO, LAW ’10

was recently included in 
Delaware Business Times’ 40 
under 40 list. He is a partner  
in Tarabicos Grosso LLP, a 
Delaware-based law firm that 
focuses on business, land devel-
opment, real estate and zoning.

SARAH LEVINE, FOX ’10

recently opened Luna Café in 
the Old City section of 
Philadelphia. It serves American 
bistro fare, uses locally sourced 
ingredients and provides cater-
ing services.

VAUGHN PARKER, FOX ’10 

was hired by KPMG as an SAP 
(systems, applications and  
products) GRC (governance,  
risk management and compli-
ance) associate in Philadelphia. 
He recently held a position as  
an SAP techno-functional  
analyst at Accenture.

DAN CAMPBELL, EDU ’11 

tweeted for Owls@Work from 
the road during his band’s 
national tour. The lead singer  
of The Wonder Years, Campbell 
founded the band in 2010 with 
Matt Brasch, TFM ’09, and  
others. The Wonder Years’  
2015 tour took them across the 
U.S. and the U.K.

RACHEL ZATCOFF, BYR ’11

made her Broadway debut in 
September in Phantom of the 
Opera as Christine’s alternate. 
She is one of two cast members 
who rotate in the leading 
female role.

NATE MELL, TYL ’12

was named by PhillyVoice as  
one of 18 young people in 
Philadelphia’s creative class  
who are helping recraft the city. 
He received a BFA in glass but 

KENNETH M. DETREUX, CLA ’88

was awarded the Legion of  
Merit upon relinquishing com-
mand of the 8th Marine 
Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, 
in May 2015. A career infantry 
officer with more than 27 years 
of service, he is commanding 
officer and professor of naval 
science for the Naval Reserve 
Officer Training Corps, 
Philadelphia Consortium,  
which includes Drexel 
University, Temple University, 
University of Pennsylvania  
and Villanova University.

ADAM M. KRUCZAY, POD ’89 

is a former triple-board- 
certified surgeon and medical 
practice owner now pursuing 
goals-based wealth management 
as a financial advisor at Merrill 
Lynch in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
His clients include medical busi-
ness owners, physicians and 
surgeons. Kruczay still keeps an 
active medical license. While  
in practice in Pennsylvania  
and then in Arizona, he was a 
fellow of the American College 
of Foot and Ankle Surgeons,  
a diplomat of the American  
Board of Podiatric Medicine, 
and a certified wound specialist.

DANNY WOODBURN, TFM ’89

hosted the 2015 Media Access 
Awards and the Disability  
Rights Legal Center annual  
fundraiser. He also produced 
and starred in a web series  
pilot titled Hot Flash: The 
Chronicles of Lara Tate— 
Menopausal Superhero and 
started a Crowdrise for a 501(c)(3) 
called Mulberry Tree Group, of 
which he is executive director.  
In November he began filming 
Dead Ant, a sci-fi/horror feature.

1990s

FRANK STEPNOWSKI, CLA ’90, EDU ’96

has self-published three books 
that have been on Amazon’s top 
10 list in the Teachers category  
for more than a year. His first 
book, Why Are All the Good 
Teachers Crazy?, stayed on that 
list for more than five years. 
Proceeds from his books go to  
the Wounded Warrior Project.  
An English teacher at Pennsauken 
High School in New Jersey, 
Stepnowski also was named a 
Phillies 2012 Teacher All-Star.

WILLIAM P. MARTIN, EDU ’91 

recently published Wonderfully 
Wordless: The 500 Most 
Recommended Graphic Novels 
and Picture Books with  
Rowman & Littlefield. He also 
wrote A Lifetime of Fiction:  
The 500 Most Recommended 
Reads for Ages 2 to 102 and The 
Mother of All Booklists: The 500 
Most Recommended Nonfiction  
Reads for Ages 3 to 103, both 
issued in 2014.

CAROL MARTSOLF, ENG ’92

began a three-year term on  
the American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE) Region 2 
Board of Governors in fall  
2015. She also serves as a vice 
president at Urban Engineers 
and leads the Training Institute 
at the firm’s Philadelphia head-
quarters. A past president of 
ASCE’s Philadelphia Section, 
Martsolf has been awarded an 
ASCE National Daniel W. Meade 
Prize for Ethics and an ASCE 
National Edmund Friedman 
Young Engineer Award for 
Professional Achievement.

JEFFREY MONTAGUE, CPH ’93

was named a 2015 Minority 
Business Leader by Philadelphia 
Business Journal. He is associ- 

ate vice dean of the School for 
Tourism and Hospitality 
Management at Temple, and  
is responsible for student ser-
vices, academic advising and 
the Center for Student 
Professional Development.

SABINA LOUISE PIERCE, SMC ’93

served as the official photogra-
pher for Pope Francis’s visit to 
Philadelphia in September at  
the request of the World 
Meeting of Families. 

CHRISTOPHER SLOAN, CLA ’94 

was appointed to the 
Pennsylvania Insurance Fraud 
Prevention Authority Board of 
Directors in April. He resides in 
Mount Lebanon, Pennsylvania.

MARK A. FINK, LAW ’97

was named a partner in the law 
firm of Montgomery McCracken 
Walker & Rhoads LLP. His prac-
tice focuses on bankruptcy and 
litigation matters.

WENDY EDSALL-KERWIN, TYL ’98

was commissioned to make a 
trophy in honor of Louise Bers 
“Bobbie” Rose, CPH ’37, for the 
Women’s Golf Association of 
Philadelphia’s inaugural Rose 
Bowl tournament. The event 
took place in August at the 
Penn Oaks Golf Club in West 
Chester, Pennsylvania. The  
trophy was commissioned by 
Rose’s daughter, Bonnie 
George, to be donated by the 
family for the tournament. 
Edsall-Kerwin is a metalsmith.

AHAVA FELICIDAD (née Natasha 
Clermont), SMC ’98

is a holistic practitioner special-
izing in natural hair health and 
wellness and creator of the 
Ahava Felicidad Hair and Body 
product line. A resident of 

Montclair, New Jersey, she is a 
consultant for those who want 
to live chemical-free lives. 

SANDRA A. ROMASZEWSKI, CLA ’98

was named to The Legal 
Intelligencer’s 2015 list of 
Lawyers on the Fast Track.  
She is an associate with Fox 
Rothschild LLP in the firm’s 
Warrington, Pennsylvania, 
office.

STEFANO CUSANO, FOX ’99

joined the Philadelphia law  
firm of Larsson & Scheuritzel 
PC. Formerly the vice president 
and associate general counsel  
of Orleans Homebuilders Inc., 
he has practiced real estate  
and corporate law for nearly  
15 years.

JON KRAUSE, TYL ’99

was featured as Print magazine’s 
Illustrator of the Week in August.

RICHARD LIU, CPH ’99 

was promoted to associate 
director of global marketing  
at Merck & Co.

NATASHA A. PATTERSON, CLA ’99, 
CPH ’04

was the 2014–2015 faculty diver-
sity fellow at Montgomery 
County Community College in 
Blue Bell, Pennsylvania.  
During that time she created  
an associate degree in public 
health, set to begin enrolling  
students in fall 2016. In August 
she accepted an assistant profes-
sor of public health position at 
that college.

2000s

LEROY J. ARNOLD, CLA ’00

became the acting chief operat-
ing officer of the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania in 
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IN MEMORIAM
1930s

Leona P. Blumenthal, EDU ’37

Else Petersen Hamilton, SED ’38

Mavis Wort Lupton, SED ’39

Roger V. Ostrander, DEN ’39 

Joan Stauffer Willson, CPH ’39

1940s

Ernest Bender, CLA ’41

Frank P. Ermilio, MED ’42, ’48

Saidee Kanoff Frankel, CPH ’42

Shirley H. Cole, POD ’43

Guido Colucci, ENG ’43

Ruth Lieberman Schrero, TYL ’43

William R. Dickie, ENG ’44

James J. Kerley, FOX ’44, HON ’69

Herman L. Leberstien, PHR ’44

Rosemary Casey McMunigal, LAW ’44

Louis J. Loscalzo, DEN ’46

Manuel Krangel, ENG ’47

Millard Elwood Krebs, SMC ’48

Joan M. Skirdlant, SED ’48

Louise Smith Thornton, CPH ’48

George M. Pims, FOX ’49

Daisy W. Reaves, EDU ’49

Marie B. Scholding, SMC ’49

1950s

Edgar R. Fettinger, ENG ’50

Barbara W. Lubar, TYL ’50, EDU ’50

Dysart L. McConaghie, ENG ’51

Wellington Chu, FOX ’52

Margaret Long Hanlon, PHR ’52

Ralph W. Brenner, LAW ’53

Esther G. Perlman, EDU ’53, ’75

Bradford M. Blanchard, MED ’54

Merceda V. Williams, CPH ’55

Robert A. Schoonover, SMC ’56

Edward Maier, EDU ’57

Bernard Nisenholtz, DEN ’57

Francis P. Donatelli Jr., DEN ’58

Helene P. Blum, CLA ’59, ’66

1960s

Henry P. Ciuchta, PHR ’60, CLA ’64

Edward P. Mowinski, ENG ’60

Virginia K. Weaver, FOX ’60

B. Sidney Zeff, CST ’61, ’63

Esther L. Friend, EDU ’62

Alice G. Bricklin, CLA ’64

Michael J. Giannone, ENG ’64

Steven L. Lefrak, CST ’64

Susan R. Rich, CLA ’65

Barbara S. Welliver, EDU ’65

Joseph A. Zeccardi, MED ’65

Mary Santini, CLA ’67

Myra E. Adamthwaite, MED ’69

Barbara S. Hopp, TYL ’69

Adrienne Z. Neye, BYR ’69

1970s

Naomi E. Berry, EDU ’70

Rhoda Tolz Daniels, BYR ’70

Albert P. Bernatavicius, FOX ’71

Sheldon Ort, EDU ’71

Rachel Bacon Bull, EDU ’72

David L. Czetli, ENG ’72

Gala L. Baker, CPH ’73

Jerry C. Luck Jr., MED ’73

Ann Tomaino Funk, CPH ’74

Toni R. Sweedler, SED ’75

Leonard F. Szweda, TYL ’75

Lawrence J. Hracho, LAW ’76

Michael L. Loll, DEN ’77

Jefferson M. Sims, CST ’77

Joseph A. Vinci, ENG ’77

Lynn Campbell Wingert, SMC ’78

Robert Bongiovanni, ENG ’79

1980s

Willie L. Blue, CLA ’80

Michael E. Sepulveda, PHR ’80

Ronald F. Cropper, EDU ’81, ’86

Wendy J. Hafford, EDU ’81

Virginia M. Smith, CPH ’81

Harriet E. Rothstein, BYR ’82

Steven J. Yourl, SMC ’82

Ana M. Rosal, EDU ’83

Ann F. Callan, FOX ’84, ’92

Michele D. Grant, CPH ’85

Myrtle L. Martin, CPH ’86

Marie A. Piccoli, LAW ’86

Darrell Scales, ENG ’87, ’92

Elizabeth R. Eline, POD ’88

Lisa B. Ramsay, CPH ’88

Diane Wallahan-Barber, BYR ’89

1990s

John C. Citrolo, CLA ’90

Eric G. Colman, MED ’90

Joan B. Fiorile, CLA ’90

This list includes those in the Temple  
community who have passed away since  
the last issue of Temple. 

To submit a name for this list, 
email templemag@temple.edu 
or call 215-204-7479. 
You also may mail your notes to:
Editor, Temple  
Bell Building, 3rd Floor 
1101 W. Montgomery Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19122

2016 TEMPLE TRAVELS DESTINATIONS  
FOR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS

• Adriatic Gems: Rome to Venice on the Oceania Riviera 
• Amazon Voyage on La Estrella Amazonica
• Classic China and the Yangtze
• Egypt and the Eternal Nile
• Great Parks of California
• Oxford     English Countryside with Downton Abbey
• Paris Immersion
• Sorrento, Italy
• Trade Routes of Coastal Iberia on Le Lyrial

To learn more about the exciting destinations  
that await you in 2016 and sign up for the  
Temple Travels mailing list,

visit alumni.temple.edu/templetravels. 

EXPLORE YOUR WORLD WITH  
TEMPLE TRAVELS.
Temple faculty hosts 
deepen your understanding
of other lands, turning 
your vacation into a mini  
study-abroad program.

Carol A. Lucey, CPH ’90

Kenneth D. Strenger, FOX ’90

Craig A. Colantoni, FOX ’91

Francis J. Sapp, CLA ’91

Patricia Geissel, CPH ’92

Karen K. McCormick, EDU ’92

Joanne M. Razler, FOX ’92

Robert D. Lukens, CLA ’94, ’11

Joseph A. Nelson, LAW ’95

Gregory B. Chess, DEN ’98

Jermaine L. Green, SMC ’98

Kashi L. Chavis, ENG ’99

2000s

Timothy F. Collins, EDU ’00

Richard G. Kinnaman, CPH ’01

Scott C. Elwell, LAW ’02

Victoria M. Goldwasser, THM ’05

Daniel R. Reimold, CPH ’05

Maxwell S. Robbins, CPH ’08

Kenneth J. Schmitt, CLA ’09

2010s

Jessica L. Bitsko, CLA ’10

Francesca P. Castro, CLA ’10, CPH ’15

Vijay Mohan, TFM ’11

Margaret Phillips-Hester, FOX ’13
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